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the cave out of all connexion with 
real life. 

As regards my reply to you, make 
any rejoinder you think best. I 
should like to write a short (and 
strictly objective) report on Hodg- 
son's report for the P. R.'s July num- 
ber, but I promise in advance to keep 
dumb about your rejoinder in 
Science. 

Your soul seems much burdened 
by "psychical research" — I wish 
there were a better name for it ! In 
the matter of St Januarius, I thought 
that one of the Germans of the 
Marine Zoology Station had pub- 
lished an article about it, corroborat- 
ing the phenomenon entirely, but ex- 
plaining it as a periodical growth of 
bacterial slime which could be imi- 
tated artificially. (I wish that my 
memory were better). It surely is 
premature to say "so much the worse 
for the Universe," as you do, 
apropos of any sort of facts which 
might come true. It all depends on 
the interpretation. I must say that 
the "Scientist" mind seems to me to 
be characterized by as sectarian a 
spirit as any. And apropos of that, 
let me correct a misunderstanding 
which others as well as you have 
undergone as to the words "soi-disant 
scientist" once used, I forget where, 
by me. You supposed me to have 
meant to deny that the individuals in 
question were genuine scientists. All 
1 meant was to cast contempt on the 
word "scientist," for which I have a 
dislike, though it is evidently doomed 
to acquire the rights of citizenship. 
It suggests to me the priggish sec- 
tarian view of science, as something 
against religion, against sentiment, 
etc., and I merely meant (I wish I 
could turn to the passage) to suggest 
the narrowness of the sort of mind 
that should delight in self-styling 
itself "scientist," as it proceeded to 
demolish psychical researchers, and 
not to imply in the least that all those 
who rejected psych. R. were spurious 
scientists (in the good sense of the 
term). 

You probably won't read me to the 
end. 

Yours as ever, 

W.J. 

The two volumes of "The Letters" 
have frontispieces showing James at 
the ages of fifty-three and sixty-five. 
The photograph here reproduced was 
taken by the Luxcroft Studio, Fitch- 
burg, Mass., apparently when James 
was about fifty-five years old. 



DINNER IN HONOR OF DR. 
KEEN 

On January 20, 192 1, a dinner was 
tendered to Dr. William Williams 
Keen, the eminent Philadelphia 
surgeon, at the Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel, in Philadelphia, in celebration 
of his eighty-fourth birthday. Be- 
tween five and six hundred subscri- 
bers, representing all parts of the 
country, and all of the learned pro- 
fessions, and the fields of diplomacy, 
industry, finance, and the public ser- 
vices, joined in honoring Dr. Keen. 
In addition about four hundred ladies 
listened to the addresses which were 
followed by a reception. 

The presiding officer and toast- 
master was Dr. Keen's friend and col- 
league, Dr. George E. deSchweinitz, 
professor of ophthalmology in the 
University of Pennsylvania. The 
speakers, who dwelt on various 
phases of the activities of Dr. Keen's 
distinguished career, had all been 
closely associated with him in one or 
more of these fields of work. They 
were : Dr. J. Chalmers DaCosta, his 
one-time assistant, now Gross pro- 
fessor of surgery, in the Jefferson 
Medical College, in which chair he 
had succeeded Dr. Keen on the re- 
tirement of the latter from active 
teaching; Dr. William H. P. Faunce, 
president of Brown University, of 
which institution Dr. Keen is an 
alumnus, and of which he has been 
for many years a most active trustee; 
Dr. W'illiam H. Welch, of the Johns 
Hopkins University, and the Hon. 
David Jayne Hill, former ambassador 
to Germany. 

The many letters of congratulation 
to the guest of the evening had been 
collected and bound in three volumes, 
and these were presented by Major 
General M. W. Ireland, surgeon 
general of the United States Army, 
who detailed Dr. Keen's connection 
with the Medical Department of the 
Army, beginning with his services in 
the field and in the hospitals during 
the Civil War, and down to, and in- 
cluding the World War, when he held 
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a commission as a reserve officer, 
with the rank of major. A bronze 
bust, by Samuel Murray, of Dr. Keen 
in his uniform as an officer of Medi- 
cal Corps, U. S. Army, was presented 
to him on behalf of the subscribers 
to the dinner, by Dr. William J. Tay- 
lor, president of the College of 
Physicians, and for many years his 
private assistant. 

Dr. Keen responded in an ad- 
mirable address which is printed in 
the issue of Science for February n. 



THE FOREST SERVICE 
According to the annual report of 
Chief Forester W. B. Greeley, the 
receipts of the National Forests have 
increased 93 per cent, from 191 5 to 
1920, while the total appropriations 
for the Forest Service, exclusive of 
deficiency fire-fighting funds, has in- 
creased only 8 per cent. The receipts 
for 1920 were 10 per cent, greater 
than for 1919, and an equal increase 
for the current fiscal year may be ex- 
pected, unless too much new busi- 
ness has to be rejected on account of 
lack of funds and trained employees. 
The appropriations for the current 
fiscal year were increased only 3 per 
cent. 

In addition to the actual revenue, 
according to the report, there is an 
enormous return to the public 
through the protection of the 500,- 
000,000,000-0 dd feet of timber for fu- 
ture use, the protection of the head- 
waters of innumerable feeders of 
navigation, irrigation and hydroelec- 
tric power and the recreational facili- 
ties made available to hundreds of 
thousands of people. "There will 
always be national resources not 
measur cable in dollars which in pub- 
lic benefit exceed the receipts paid in- 
to the Treasury," the report says. 

The purchases aggregated at the 
close of the fiscal year 1,420,208 
acres in the White Mountains and 
the Southern Appalachians and 12,- 
094 acres in the Ozark Mountains of 
Arkansas. The original program of 



acquisition contemplated the purchase 
of about 1,000,000 acres in the White 
Mountains and not less than 50,000- 
000 acres in the Southern Appala- 
chians. Nearly one half the proposed 
White Mountain area has been ac- 
quired, but slower progress has been 
made in the southern areas. 

Further appropriations to carry on 
the purchase work within the areas 
have been recommended by the Na- 
tional Forest Reservation Commis- 
sion. "To leave these Eastern for- 
ests in their present half finished con- 
dition would subject them to for- 
midable fire hazards and other dif- 
ficulties of management." 

There is need also for some action 
to reduce the clanger to the National 
Forests from the 24,267,723 acres of 
private lands that are intermingled 
with land belonging to the govern- 
ment. Most of this land is forested 
and its misuse, mismanagement and 
neglect jeopardize the government's, 
holdings. General legislation is 
urged to acquire the private land by 
purchase or exchange. 

The 1919 fire season was unusually 
severe and long drawn out, the report 
states. It was the third successive 
year of severe drought in the north- 
west, and the worst of the three. 
Fires began to occur before much of 
the customary work of preparation 
had been done, and this imposed a 
further handicap upon the forest 
force, which had been depleted by 
the loss of many experienced men. 
The total number of forest fires in 
the National Forests was 6,800, or 
1,227 greater than in the previous 
year. The area of National Forest 
lands burned over was 2,000,034 
acres, the estimated damage was 
$4,919,769, and the total cost of fire 
fighting was $3,039,615. 



SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 
We record with regret the death of 
William Thompson Sedgwick, pro- 
fessor of biology in the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology since 



